[Contemporary family systems--developments, problems, and possibilities].
Contemporary forms of family life and their development are described. The thesis of the pluralism of family types as a historical new phenomenon is critically reviewed, with special consideration of the relationship between family life and working world. An increasing move away from the "fordistic model" of family life took place during the last two decades towards the "multilocal multigenerational family". This development is, among others, due to the increased life expectancy and the change in the population structure. Simultaneous to this the boundaries between family and working world become more permeable. If the stability of employments decreases and the mobility of employees increases in a large scale, is discussed controversely. For an increasing number of families it becomes more and more difficult to make flexibility at work compatible with security for the children or to cope with the consequences of unemployment.